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Board of Directors’ Update  
The Board of Directors of SowHope.Org m et  for their  third session on July 26, 2006 
to review the progress of SowHope and to form ulate plans for it s cont inued growth 
and work.   Com m it tees are being form ed for the adm inist rat ion of each aspect  the 
organizat ion’s operat ions and board m em bers cont inue to work in and through their 
individual areas of expert ise to insure that  SowHope has a firm  foundat ion on which 
to build and grow.  Mary Brown, with the assistance of Tim  Beals, is cont inuing the 
arduous task of writ ing the business plan for SowHope.Org, which will become the 
organizat ion’s foundat ional docum ent .  I t  will define it s purpose and form  a blue 
print  for the future.  Dave Crawford has been working hard to set  up and oversee all 
the account ing records while Bonnie Conley has been researching grants and 
working on m arket ing and presentat ion set -ups.  Doreen Mangrum  revised the 
applicat ion form  that  will be used for subm ission of project  proposals and developed 
scoring standards for the evaluat ion of project  applicat ions for funding approval.  Dr. 
Diana Sharp is providing leadership to the Board through form ulat ion of the agendas 
and m oderat ion of m eet ings as well as working on Fundraising.  Together the Board 
is working to insure that  SowHope m oves forward in fulfilling it s m ission to inspire 
wom en around the world by providing wellness, educat ion and econom ic 
opportunit ies. 

Project  Applicat ions Cont inue To Roll I n 
SowHope has already received applicat ions for projects 
totaling in excess of $350,000 and covering five different  
count r ies.  These projects include m icro- loans to wom en 
in Bangladesh and Nigeria, a literacy program  for tem ple 
prost itutes in I ndia, educat ion and literacy program s in 
Egypt , and a literacy program  in Spain for wom en who 
are t rying to escape from  enslavem ent  in sex- t rafficking.  
Each of t hese worthy program s will provide m easurable 
results in helping wom en overcom e desperate 
circum stances.   

Building Relat ionships &  Sharing The Vision 
Mary cont inues to build relat ionships and seek wise counsel as she proceeds in 
carrying out  the vision and m ission of SowHope.Org.  The m onths of May and July 
included t r ips to Washington DC where she and her husband Doug m et  and spoke to 
m any people with vast  experience related to the U.S. and internat ional 
governm ents, the United Nat ions and non-governm ental organizat ions.  One 
part icular ly good outcom e of the t r ip was that  a relat ionship was init iated with a 
Nigerian who has lived and studied in the United States for several years before 
returning to his hom eland.  We at  SowHope are encouraged by the ongoing 
developm ent  of partnerships with local leaders around the world.  Plans for this fall 
include t r ips to verify projects in Egypt  and Nigeria.  
 
I n addit ion to her t ravels, Mary cont inues to speak to sm all groups about  the vision 
and work of SowHope.Org and recent ly m ade presentat ions to 50 people at  Bishop 
Hills Ret irement  Home and a group of young people and counselors at  Michawana 
Youth Cam p and Ret reat  Center.   
 
I f you’d like m ore informat ion about  Mary’s availabilit y to speak to your group or 
organizat ion, please contact  her by phone at  616-433-1575 or by em ail at  
Mary@sowhope.org. 

 


